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US Serial No.: 10/755,524 
Amendments to the Claims 

This listing of claims will replace nil prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

1. (currently amended) A bracket* comprisinq: 

a rectangu lar plato having a iront face, a back 
tace, a length, a width, and opposing side edges 
extending in respective length and width directions; 

at least two openings in the plale, each opening 
wholly contained within the front, and back faces so as 
to not. intersect with the side edge* and wherein the 
at le ast two openi ngs c omprise slots a nd the slots 
have a length ext endin g parallel to th e length 
dir ection of th e pl ate and the slots are each. l ocated 
on a center ax is of the plate relative to the length 
di rection of t he plate; and, 

at least one pair oi ori trices in the plate, the 
pai.r of orifices located adjacent opposite side edges 
of the plate along the length of the plate so as to 
form a weakened zone widthwisc for hending the plate 
along the weakened zone, 

2. (original) The bracket of claim 1 wherein the 
openings extend between the front and back faces so as 
to form the openings completely through the plate. 

3. (original) The bracket of claim 1 wherein the 
orifices extend between the front and back faces so as 
to form the oritices completely through the plate. 
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4, (original) The bracket of claim 1 wherein the 
weakened /.one is oriented perpendicular to the length 
direction of the plate. 

< 

5. to 7. (canceled) 

8. (original) The bracket of claim 1 wherein the at 
least two orifices comprise notches or holes. 

9. (currently amended) The bracket of claim lft wherein 
t he at lea s t two orifi ce s comprise not ches and the 
notches intersect the side edges ol the plate along 
the length of the plate and the notches extend into 
the plate toward the center axis of the plate relative 
to the length direction of the plate. 

10. (orignal) The bracket of claim 8 wherein the notches 
or holes do not intersect the adjacent opposite side 
edqes of the pJate along the length of. the plate and 
do not .intersect at least one of the at least two 
openings. 

11. (currently amended) The bracket of claim 18 wherein 
the at. le a st two orifices com prise notches and the 
notches intersect with at least one of the at least 
two openings. 

12. (currently amended) The bracket of claim 18 wherein 
the at lea st tw o orifices comp ri se notches and the 
notches have a length extending parallel to the width 
direction of the plate. 
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13. (orignal) The bracket oi claim 1 wherein the at. least 
two orifices are located on opposite sides of at least 
one of the two openings and midway between opposite 
ends of the opening, 

14. (orignal) The bracket of claim 1 wherein the at least 
two orifices comprise at least four orifices and 
wherein one pair of orifices is located on opposite 
sides of one of the al least two openings and midway 
between opposite ends of the one opening and a second 
pair of oriiices is located on opposite sides of a 
different opening of the at least two openings and 
midway between a first end of the one opening and a 
second end of the different opening* 

15. (currently amended) A bracket lor use with a vent and 
a vent cover comprising: 

a rectan gular plate having a front face, a back 
face, a length, a width, and opposing side edges 
extending in respective length and width directions; 

at least two openings in the plate with the 
openings extending between the front and back faces so 
as to form the openings completely through the plate, 
each opening wholly contained within the front and 
back faces so as to not intersect with the side edges 
and wherein the at least two openings comprise. slots 
and the slots h ave a length extendi n g parallel to th e 
l ength direc tion of the Plate and each slot is lo cated 
on the cen ter axis ol the plate relative to t he length 
direction of the plate; 



PAGE 6/1 P RCVD AT 8/23/2005 9:18:25 AM [Eastern DayOght Time] 1 SVfcU$PTO£FXRM/28 ' DN1S:2738300 * CSID: * DURATION (mm-ss):02-36 



APR 14,2003 11:37 



Page 7 



US Serial No.: 10/755,524 

at least one pair oi orifices in the plate with 
the orifices extending between the front and back 
faces so as to form the orifices completely Lhrouqh 
the plate, the pair of orifices located adjacent 
opposite side edges of the plate along the length of 
the plate so as to form a weakened zone widthwise for 
bending the plate along the weakened zone; and/ 

wherein the at least two orifices interred the 
side edges of the plate along the .1 enqth of the pi ate 
and the orifices extend into the plate toward a center 
* axis of the plate relative to the length direction of 
the plate. 

16. (canceled) 

17. (orignul) The bracket of claim IS wherein the 
orifices comprise notches and the notches have a 
length extending parallel to the width direction of 
the plate and wherein the notches do noL intersect the 
openings . 

18. (origna'I) The bracket of claim 15 wherein the at 
least two orifices are located on opposite sides of at 
Least one of the two openings and midway between 
opposite ends of the opening. 

19. (orignal) The bracket ol claim 15 wherein the at 
least two orifices comprise at least four orifices and 
wherein one pair of orifices is Located on opposite 
sides of one of the at least two openings and midway 
between opposite ends of the one opening and a second 
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pair ol orifices is located on opposite sides of a 
different opening of the at least two openings and 
midway between a first end of the one opening and a 
second end of the different opening. 

20. (orignal) The bracket of claim 15 wherein the 
openings have a longitudinal orientation and the 
orifices have a longitudinal orientation and wherein 
the longitudinal orientation ot the openings is 
perpendicular to the longitudinal orientation of the 
or i flees . 

21. (currently amended) The bracket of claim 1 in 
combination with a process for using the bracket, the 
process eompri sinq : 

determining a first opening in the plate for 
securing the bracket to a vent cover; 

determining a second opening in the plate for 
securing the bracket to a vent; and, 

forming the bracket in accordance with 
deter mining the first opcnina dol.cirmining stop and 
det ermining the second openinfl dctormininq stop . 

22. (orignal) The bracket of claim 21 wherein the process 
further comprises securing the bracket to the vent 
cover at the first opening and securing the bracket to 
the vent at the second opening. 

23. (oriqnal) The bracket of claim 22 wherein the bracket 
is secured to the vent at the second opening before 
the bracket is secured to the vent cover at the first 
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opening . 

24. (currently amended) The bracket of claim 21 wherein 
the forming the br acket atop comprises bending the 
bracket jnto its desired shape* 
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